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At the Researchers and Coordinators Meeting in April, Ms. Kathleen Hurtado, President of HRA gave an excellent presentation on major changes which were initiated, and plans in the near future for HRA operations. In case you missed the opportunity, here is a brief summary of her talk: 

Health Research Association, the non-profit clinical trial support arm of USC is enhancing its services to better support the USC faculty conducting industry-sponsored clinical research. Over the last several months, HRA has reduced the turn-around time for contract negotiations from on average of 86 days to approximately six days from the time the project is introduced to HRA. The volume of contracts completed on a monthly basis has tripled in the same time frame from an average of 12 in September of 2004 to 35 in May of 2005. Additionally, HRA has signed over 30 Master Agreements with key pharmaceutical, biotech and devise companies, facilitating the contract process.

Some of the enhanced HRA services include a protocol budgeting tool which can be found on the HRA website or can be completed by the HRA staff; IRB submission preparation including draft Informed Consent; screening and hiring of support staff; record storage and retention; web-based project status reporting; updated policies and procedures located on the HRA website; new faculty/staff orientation and training; project quality assurance; 24/7 Investigational Drug Services and development of patient accrual tools. These services are part of the HRA over-head and provided at no additional cost to the investigators and are designed to allow the investigator and their staff to focus on the patients and the research at hand. The HRA staff would like to work with you as early in the process as possible to ensure maximum results. 

Within the next few months, the relationship between HRA and USC will be strengthened with an Affiliation Agreement that will result in HRA becoming a subsidiary of USC. This will place HRA clearly under the USC research umbrella adding additional support to the University’s research endeavors. The goal of HRA is to provide the best possible clinical trial support in order to make USC a competitive research site for all industry-sponsored research in all therapeutic areas. HRA will in fact be attending and exhibiting at the upcoming Drug Information Association annual meeting in Washington, DC and will highlight USC faculty and USC facilities.

All investigators are encouraged to check the HRA website at www.health-research.org for all updated information and announcements. Additionally, if you or your staff have not met with HRA staff members and would like to, please contact Kathleen Hurtado at 323-223-4091 X200.
